
Spectra System Architecture Overview
Spectra Gallery is a full-stack platform composed of four core components: a Front-End, a Back-End API
server,  a Storage service, and a dedicated Bitcoin node . These components operate as independent
applications yet integrate seamlessly behind a cloud load balancer . At a high level, the system includes: 

Front-End (Nuxt SSR) – A Nuxt.js application (Vue.js) providing the user-facing web UI, rendered
server-side  for  fast  initial  loads .  It  handles  all  client  interactions  (gallery  browsing,  minting
interface, profiles, etc.) and communicates with the backend via HTTPS using JWT auth . The
front-end is modular, with components for artists, collections, inscriptions, wallet connect, etc., and
multiple layouts (default, immersive “TV” mode, intro screens) .

Back-End (Express API) – A Node.js 18+ Express server implementing business logic, authentication,
and database access .  It  exposes REST (and GraphQL)  endpoints  behind role-based JWT auth
guards .  The  backend  manages  core  functionality  like  user  profiles,  collections,  marketplace
actions, and Bitcoin Ordinal operations. It connects to a  MongoDB Atlas cluster for persistence of
users, content, sessions, etc. . The API also integrates with external services: e.g. the Satscribe API
to mint and transfer Bitcoin Ordinals, and metadata sources like Hiro’s Ordinals API . Internally,
the backend follows a layered architecture (controllers, middleware for auth/validation/rate-limiting,
services, repositories) to enforce clean separation of concerns . Notably, the backend is even
equipped  with  ML  utilities  (TensorFlow)  for  tasks  like  content  analysis  or  recommendations ,
hinting at AI-driven features.

Storage Service –  A  separate  Node.js  microservice  dedicated  to  handling  media  uploads,  asset
storage,  and  content  delivery .  This  service  (running  on  Express)  manages  file  uploads
(images, HTML, etc.) via endpoints under  /storage , performing tasks like image resizing (using
Sharp), and interfacing with decentralized storage (IPFS via Helia library) . Files are saved to a
local  resources/  store  and  pinned  to  IPFS  (with  a  gateway  provided  by  Fleek  for  long-term
storage) . The storage service also includes authentication helpers (FIDO2/WebAuthn) to support
hardware keys for secure login flows . It enforces security best practices (Helmet for headers,
Morgan logging, rate limiting) . In development it listens on its own port (e.g. 6001) and can be
run  in  Docker  along  with  a  local  MongoDB  (used  for  session  storage) .  (The  mention  of
“afrhône/phrust/mock” in the context  of  storage likely refers to an internal  module or testing harness
within the Afhrône framework repository. The Spectra codebase (codenamed “Afhrône”) is organized as a
monorepo, and may include a  “phrust” module or mock sub-component used for simulating storage or
network interactions during development. This ensures the storage layer can be tested in isolation or with
dummy data.)

Bitcoin Full  Node –  A  dedicated Bitcoin Core node (plus  an Ordinals  index)  runs alongside the
Spectra  services .  This  node  is  responsible  for  low-level  blockchain  interactions:  it  crafts  and
broadcasts  Partially  Signed  Bitcoin  Transactions  (PSBTs)  for  minting  inscriptions,  watches  the
mempool for new Ordinal transactions, and maintains the index of Ordinals owned by users. The
backend communicates with the node via RPC calls, secured over a WireGuard VPN for safety .
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This design allows Spectra to trustlessly handle Bitcoin operations (like inscribing art as Ordinals)
without relying on third-party nodes. 

Overall Stack & Infrastructure: All components are containerized and deployed on cloud infrastructure. A
Google Cloud load balancer terminates SSL and routes traffic to the appropriate service (SSR front-end or
API) .  The front-end and back-end (and possibly  storage)  run on a managed instance group of  GCE
virtual  machines,  allowing scalable horizontal  deployment .  The MongoDB database is provided as a
multi-region cluster (MongoDB Atlas) for high availability . Assets and large media are offloaded to IPFS
(with  a  CDN/gateway  for  serving  them) .  The  Bitcoin  node  resides  on  a  separate  secured  VM.  The
architecture is thus distributed but interconnected, functioning like a microservice ecosystem behind the
scenes. The Mermaid diagram below (from the architecture docs) illustrates these interactions:

Each arrow represents a data flow: users connect via HTTPS through the LB; the front-end fetches SSR
content and static assets, and issues API calls (with JWT) to the back-end; the back-end in turn performs
CRUD on MongoDB, streams files to IPFS, and communicates with the Bitcoin node for transaction crafting

. Static content is served over a CDN/IPFS gateway, and real-time notifications (e.g. new bids, messages)
are  handled  via  a  WebSocket-based  notification  bus  and  email  hooks .  This  meshed  service
topology is summarized in the “service mesh” view of the docs: the Nuxt front-end talks to the API, which
talks to the DB, file store,  Bitcoin node, and external  APIs (Satscribe,  ordinals.com) in a hub-and-spoke
manner . 

Repository Structure and Components

The codebase is organized into multiple repositories/modules, reflecting the separation of front-end, back-
end, storage, and experimental projects:

Spectra Frontend ( spectra-frontend/ ) – Contains the Nuxt.js SSR application (built with Vue 2 +
Bootstrap 5) . Its structure includes pages, components, layouts, a Vuex store, and plugins (for
auth, axios, wallet integrations, etc.) . The front-end is responsible for the UI/UX – from the
gallery  displays  and  “Function  TV”  immersive  view  to  forms  for  creating  collections  and
connecting wallets. It consumes the backend API via Axios and handles JWT tokens for auth in an
HttpOnly cookie  for security. This repo likely also includes PWA support and any static assets
needed for the web app.

Spectra  Backend  ( spectra-backend/ ) –  Implements  the  Express  API  server.  Key  files  would
include  server.js  (entry  point) ,  route definitions,  controllers,  services,  and models  (using
Mongoose for MongoDB) . It defines endpoints under /api/*  for various features (e.g. /api/
collections ,  /api/ordinals/:id ,  /api/profile  as  hinted by  the docs ).  Middleware
enforce authentication ( AuthGuard ), role-based access, input validation, and rate limiting . The
backend integrates with BitcoinJS for constructing transactions and PSBTs which are then finalized
and  broadcast  via  the  Bitcoin  Core  RPC  interface .  It  also  likely  wraps  external  calls  to  the
Satscribe service (to delegate inscription creation) and to ordinal data APIs for retrieving inscription
metadata or  marketplace info .  The backend is  configured to use JWT for  stateless auth and
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AES-256 encryption for sensitive data before storing in Mongo (to enhance security of data at-rest)
. 

Spectra Storage ( spectra-storage/ ) – A lightweight Express service focused on file handling
. The repository’s layout includes its own server.js , routes (under e.g.  /storage/upload

etc.),  and  uses  libraries  like  Multer (for  parsing  multipart  form  uploads),  Sharp (for  image
processing), and Helia (IPFS) to pin content to the distributed storage network . It also provides
some  auth  endpoints  under  /app/auth  for  WebAuthn  (allowing  hardware  key  registration/
verification) , complementing the main OAuth/JWT flows of the backend. This separation means
the main backend can offload heavy file operations and serve user media via the storage service
(which  might  generate  thumbnails,  etc.).  In  development,  all  three  services  (frontend,  backend,
storage)  run  concurrently  on  different  ports  (with  a  shared  environment  config) ,  but  in
production they are integrated behind the common domain. 

Arquolab Sandbox Models ( arquolab-sandbox-models/ ) – This repository is an experimental
playground for generative art, interactive demos, and AI agents related to Spectra Gallery . It
contains a variety of content:

Generative Art Templates and Static Demos: Under the static/  directory are numerous standalone
demos (HTML/JS/CSS) showcasing math art, physics simulations, blockchain visualizations, etc. (e.g.
Lorenz attractors, 3-body simulations, WebGPU shader demos) . These can be served locally
for experimentation . Libraries like Three.js, dat.GUI, and others are bundled into static/libs
for offline use .
AI Agents and Simulation Models: The sandbox introduces experimental AI “agents” – for example 
AlphaEvolveAgent, SigmaAlgeaSwarm, QuantumJellyfishAgent  – which are likely algorithms
for generative art or autonomous behavior. It provides an agent API with endpoints to start/stop
these agents and query their status . (For instance, there are POST /api/agent/start , /
api/sigma-swarm/start , and /api/agent/status  routes to control and inspect the AI
simulations.) These agents maintain persistent state and demonstrate features like evolutionary
learning or flocking behavior.
Express Server & API: The sandbox has its own Express server ( index.js ) backed by a MongoDB (for
persistence of agent state, etc.) . It can run concurrently with the main system (often on port
8000 for the sandbox API) . This server provides custom API endpoints such as /api/
weather-risk  (returning live weather risk data as JSON)  and routes to serve the static
demos (e.g. /render/*  endpoints to display WebGL experiments) .
“Stations” (Modular Apps): The repo includes subfolders under stations/  which are separate front-
end applications. Notably, stations/next-visualizer  is a Next.js app that acts as a 
visualization dashboard. It contains React pages like dashboard.js  and 
mission-control.js  that demonstrate integrating sensor data and backend data into a UI

. For example, the Sensor Dashboard page streams device orientation, motion, gamepad, audio,
and light sensor readings in real-time using a unified InputManager  module . The Mission
Control page combines this sensor dashboard with a canvas-based Soundscape visualization and
live weather risk info fetched from the sandbox’s /api/weather-risk  endpoint . This
effectively creates a dynamic dashboard showing environmental data and interactive art. There is
also a stations/js-playground  which provides an in-browser code editor (Monaco) for live
coding experiments .
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Documentation: The repo includes rich documentation like the Whitepaper outlining the long-term
vision and creative ethos , and guides like fullstack-deployment.md  and agent-
architecture.md  which detail how these experimental pieces tie together. The whitepaper
introduces concepts such as the “Afrhône Insight Standard” for documenting creative experiments
and hints at the philosophical underpinnings of Spectra (blending art, science, freedom, etc.). It also
contains esoteric sections that symbolically connect ideas (e.g. “Sentient Archetype” poetry and
spectral anagrams) and visual assets (SVGs) for the project’s aesthetic .

Relationship to Main System: The Arquolab sandbox is a testing ground for features that might inform the
Spectra platform’s future. For instance, the “mission-control” dashboard in the sandbox is essentially a
prototype for a monitoring dashboard,  pulling in  real-time data and visualizing it .  The sandbox’s
generative art and sensor integration capabilities can be leveraged to enhance the Spectra user experience
(e.g. interactive galleries or educational visualizations). While not all sandbox code runs in production, it
provides APIs and UI prototypes that the production stack can draw inspiration from. The sandbox’s Hyper
Guardian  agent demo,  for  example,  links  simulated  microscopic  metrics  to  changes  in  a  cosmic  3D
visualization  –  a  concept  of  translating  raw  data  into  intuitive  visuals  that  will  be  valuable  when
designing the Spectra system dashboard (more on this below). 

Infrastructure and Data Flows

In  deployment,  Spectra’s  architecture  spans  multiple  layers  –  from  client-side  interactions  to  cloud
infrastructure:

Client and Network Layer: Users access Spectra via a web browser or wallet interface (the platform
supports Web3 wallets like Xverse, MetaMask, etc. for Bitcoin/Ethereum login) . User requests
first hit an NGINX or cloud load balancer (for SSL termination and routing) . Depending on the
URL, the LB directs traffic either to the  Nuxt SSR Frontend (for page loads, which respond with
HTML/CSS/JS and perform server-side rendering)  or to the  Express API Backend (for AJAX calls,
GraphQL queries, etc.) . The front-end and back-end are typically hosted on the same domain for
a seamless client experience, with the front-end also serving the static assets (or delegating static
file serving to a CDN).

Application Layer: The Nuxt front-end, running on Node, fetches data from the backend via Axios
(e.g., on server-side rendering or within client-side Vuex actions) . It passes along the user’s auth
token (JWT stored in cookies) with each request . The Express back-end processes these requests:
for protected routes, it verifies JWT and applies role-based access control ; it then executes the
needed  business  logic,  possibly  calling  out  to  other  internal  services.  For  example,  consider  a
minting flow where a user mints a new Ordinal inscription: the user initiates from the UI, the front-
end sends a payload to a mint API endpoint with their JWT; the backend verifies the user’s profile
from MongoDB , then interacts with the Bitcoin node (crafting a PSBT transaction) and returns
the result back to the front-end . The sequence diagram in the docs illustrates this round-trip .
Another flow: when a user uploads media (image or HTML for an art piece), the front-end might
request  a  signed URL from the storage service or  directly  POST the file  to the storage API;  the
storage service saves the file, pins it to IPFS (through Fleek’s API or a Helia node), and returns an IPFS
content hash (CID) or URL to the backend, which stores the reference in MongoDB . Later, when
that content is needed, the front-end can retrieve it via an IPFS gateway/ CDN using the stored CID
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Data  Persistence  and  External  Services: MongoDB  Atlas  is  the  primary  database  holding
structured data – user accounts, collection metadata, listings, comments, logs, etc. . It’s a multi-
region replica set to ensure low-latency and resilience. File content (images, generative scripts) are
not stored in Mongo; instead they reside on IPFS via the storage service. IPFS pins are managed
through Fleek (a hosting service that keeps IPFS files available and offers an HTTP gateway) . This
means Spectra can serve media files globally and immutably (important for on-chain art references).
The dedicated Bitcoin Core node is another critical piece of state – it has the full blockchain and an
index  of  Ordinal  inscriptions.  The  backend  communicates  with  it  using  RPC  calls  (e.g.
getnewaddress ,  sendrawtransaction ,  and custom Ordinal index queries),  all  secured via a

VPN tunnel for privacy . 

Third-Party integrations: Spectra augments its functionality by interfacing with external APIs. The
Satscribe  API is  used  to  handle  some  Bitcoin  Ordinal  operations  like  inscription  creation  and
transfer,  providing an abstraction so the platform doesn’t  reinvent these low-level  processes .
Additionally, Spectra pulls data from the broader Ordinals ecosystem: it may query services like Hiro
Ordinals or  Ordinals.com  for  marketplace  listings,  inscription  lookups,  or  index  data  (for
example, to display recent sales or to verify ownership of an inscription). A Cloud Notification Bus is
mentioned as well  – this likely refers to a WebSocket-based service (possibly using something
like Socket.io or a cloud messaging queue) that the backend uses to push real-time notifications to
clients (and to send email alerts). For instance, after a successful bid or a comment on an artwork,
the system could emit a WebSocket event that the front-end listens for, prompting a live notification
on the user’s screen . This bus could also be leveraged for system monitoring events in an admin
dashboard context.

Deployment  &  DevOps: All  services  are  containerized  (the  project  uses  a  Docker/GHCR-based
workflow via GitHub Actions). Continuous integration runs tests (Jest/Mocha) and static analysis on
each push, then builds Docker images which are scanned and pushed to a registry. Deployment
likely follows a blue-green or canary strategy: new versions are rolled out to a staging environment
(or a subset of instances) for smoke testing (automated via Artillery load tests) before full production
cut-over. Terraform is used to manage cloud infrastructure as code (with state in a GCS bucket). The
architecture emphasizes security: instances are hardened (firewalls, Fail2Ban, etc.) and only expose
necessary ports (443/80 for web, 8332 for Bitcoin RPC) . TLS is managed via Let’s Encrypt auto-
renewals . For monitoring, Prometheus and Grafana are set up to collect and visualize metrics,
and  Loki aggregates logs  – this is important for building the system dashboard, as discussed
next. The team also employs  Sentry for telemetry, catching exceptions and performance issues in
both front-end and back-end .

Integrating a Monitoring Dashboard into Spectra

Building a comprehensive dashboard for the Spectra system will involve tapping into the existing services
and  infrastructure  to  surface  live  information  about  processes,  state,  and  anomalies.  Below  are
recommendations on how to integrate such a  dashboard,  aligned with the goals  of  visualizing system
processes, tracking safety/errors, providing predictive alerts, and offering an evolving UI/UX:
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Visualizing System Processes & Resource State (Spatial Overview)

To  “visually and spatially represent system processes, state, resource consumption and allocation,”
the dashboard should provide a topology view of the Spectra ecosystem. Each major component (Front-End,
Back-End, Storage, DB, Bitcoin Node, IPFS, external APIs) can be depicted as a node in a network graph, akin
to the architecture diagrams in the docs. For example, a dashboard overview screen might show icons for
each service with lines connecting them to indicate data flow (similar to the Mermaid flowchart  of  the
system ).  This  gives an intuitive map of  how a user request  or  data transaction moves through the
system. 

Importantly, each node can display key resource state metrics in real time. For instance: - The Front-End
node could show current request rate and SSR latency (from Prometheus metrics or Nuxt telemetry), as well
as  the  number  of  active  users  or  WebSocket  connections.  -  The  Back-End node could  show CPU and
memory usage of the API containers, request throughput, error rate, and average response time. Since the
backend uses Express, we can instrument it with middleware to record request counts and durations (e.g.,
exporting metrics in Prometheus format) and have those feed the dashboard . - The  MongoDB node
could display database stats: e.g. number of connections, operations/sec, cache hit rate, cluster health, and
storage utilized vs quota. MongoDB Atlas provides an API or hooks for such monitoring data that can be
integrated. - The  Storage service node might show how many files were uploaded in the last hour, disk
space in use (in the resources/  volume), and IPFS pin statuses. Because the storage uses Helia/IPFS, we
could also surface IPFS metrics (like number of pinned objects or gateway response time). - The  Bitcoin
node should surface blockchain stats relevant to Spectra’s operations: current block height, mempool size,
number of pending inscription transactions, etc. The dashboard could call  the Bitcoin RPC (through the
backend) for info like getblockcount , and use Ordinal index data to show how many inscriptions have
been minted or are waiting. If  the node is connected via WireGuard, the backend might expose a safe
endpoint to fetch these stats for the dashboard. - External services (like Satscribe or the notification bus)
can be represented as well,  perhaps with a simpler status indicator (up/down, last  response time).  For
example, the dashboard can periodically ping the Satscribe API or check ordinal data API health to ensure
those integrations are live.

By visualizing these as a graphical network, operators can literally see the system’s structure and state. If
one component is under heavy load, its node on the dashboard could glow or change color (e.g. yellow for
high CPU,  red for  critical)  to  draw attention.  Edges  between nodes  (representing data  flows)  could  be
annotated with throughput (e.g. “120 req/s” on the line from Front-End to Back-End) or latency (e.g. “DB
queries avg 3.4ms” from Back-End to DB ). This spatial mapping makes it easy to identify bottlenecks (a
thick line might indicate a flood of traffic) and to understand the allocation of resources across the system
at a glance.

We can leverage existing tools to gather these metrics:  Prometheus scrapes can feed most of this data
(container resource usage, request counts, etc.), and the dashboard front-end can either query Prometheus
directly (through its HTTP API) or, more simply, the Spectra back-end can expose an aggregated  /api/
dashboard-metrics  endpoint.  The  latter  could  collate  data  from  various  sources  –  e.g.,  reading
Prometheus stats, database stats, IPFS pin status via Helia, and Bitcoin RPC info – and return a JSON that
the dashboard UI uses to update the visualization. Using websockets (the notification bus) to push frequent
updates will make the dashboard truly real-time.
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Tracking Safety, Errors & Anomalies (Reliability Monitoring)

To  “track safety,  errors,  problems,” the dashboard should integrate with Spectra’s  logging and error-
handling framework. Spectra already uses Sentry for telemetry  – the dashboard can tap into Sentry’s
alert feed or maintain an error log panel. For example, it could display the last N backend exceptions or
front-end runtime errors reported (with timestamps and severity) so developers/admins have immediate
visibility on new issues. Since the platform emphasizes security and reliability (e.g. OWASP reviews, role-
based access,  PSBT handling) ,  the dashboard should highlight anything that might compromise
“safety.” This includes: 

Error Rates: The number of 4xx/5xx responses in the API (perhaps shown as a graph over time). A
spike in errors would immediately flag a problem. The Prometheus metrics or Express middleware
can count these, or one could integrate with Grafana Loki logs to detect error log patterns.
Node/Service Health: If any service becomes unresponsive or returns an unhealthy status. The
dashboard can incorporate health-check pings (for example, hitting a /health  endpoint on each
service or using the LB’s health check data) and prominently display if a service is down. If the Bitcoin
node falls behind (not at latest block) or IPFS pinning fails, those are safety issues to flag. 
Security Warnings: Since Spectra deals with crypto transactions and user assets, safety also means
security. The dashboard might show security-related info like unusual login attempts (failed login
counts), or if the system’s rate limiter is blocking many requests (indicating a possible DDOS or
abuse) – the storage service has express-rate-limit enabled , and the backend likely does as well,
so exposing the count of blocked requests or current throttle status can be useful.
Content Moderation Alerts: (Beyond system health, Spectra might also consider “safety” in terms of
content, given the mention of identity content toxicity in the docs.) If there are tools to detect toxic or
disallowed content, the dashboard could list any flagged items. For example, if the TensorFlow ML
utilities are used to scan uploads for NSFW content or the like, any detections could be summarized.

Implementing this, the dashboard can have an “Alerts & Logs” section: a scrolling feed of recent critical
events (errors, warnings). Each entry could have a timestamp, a brief description, and perhaps a link to
more details (like linking to Sentry issue ID or to a log search in Loki). For instance, “⚠  5 exceptions in
Backend in last 1 minute – click for details” or “  Storage service down (heartbeat lost at 12:05 UTC)”. Using
color-coded symbols (yellow for warnings, red for critical) will make problems stand out visually. 

For  real-time tracking,  tie  this  into  the  notification bus:  the  back-end can emit  WebSocket  events  for
certain triggers – e.g., on every uncaught exception or on specific error codes. Those events can feed a live
notification on the dashboard UI (similar to how user-facing notifications work). In effect, the admin sees a
pop-up or highlight when, say, the error rate crosses a threshold or when a new deploy fails health checks.
Email or PagerDuty integration could also be used for urgent issues, but within the dashboard UI, the focus
is a clear presentation of issues and system “safety” status.
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Predictive Alerts & Proactive Scaling

To satisfy the goal  of  “predictive alerts,” the dashboard should not only show current status but also
forecast  potential  issues.  This  is  where  Spectra’s  data  and  even  AI  capabilities  can  be  leveraged  for
predictive analytics. There are multiple layers to this:

Trend Analysis: Using historical metrics, the system can project future resource usage. For example,
if memory usage has been climbing steadily over the past hour, the dashboard might project when it
will hit a critical threshold and pre-emptively alert the team. In practice, tools like Grafana can be
configured with alert rules (e.g.,  if  15-minute CPU load trend suggests >80% for next 5 minutes,
trigger an alert).  The Spectra team already stores performance metrics in Grafana/Loki for trend
analysis .  We  can  integrate  that  by  plotting  small  sparkline  graphs  for  each  metric  on  the
dashboard (showing the last 1 hour and a trend line). Next to each, an extrapolation or a simple
indicator (e.g. “  rising” or “forecast OOM in ~30m”) gives a predictive heads-up. 

Capacity and Scaling Indicators: Because the front-end and back-end run on a scalable instance
group, the dashboard should indicate if the system is nearing a scale-up event. For example, if CPU
usage  on  all  current  instances  is  ~90%,  the  dashboard  might  advise  “Consider  adding  another
server.” If integrated with the cloud API, it could even show the current number of instances and
auto-scaling status. Similarly, for MongoDB, if disk usage is, say, 85% of quota, it should warn that a
cluster upgrade will be needed soon. Predictive alerting means we catch these trends  before they
become outages.

AI/ML  Driven  Anomaly  Detection: Spectra’s  architecture  mentions  AI  assistants like  a  bug
detector .  We  could  employ  a  machine-learning  model  (potentially  using  the  TensorFlow
integration on the backend ) to analyze patterns in logs and metrics to detect anomalies. For
instance, an LSTM model could be trained on normal latency and throughput patterns, and when it
detects a deviation (like request latency spiking abnormally at a non-peak hour), it flags a potential
incident. The dashboard could then display a predictive alert like “  Unusual increase in API latency
–  possible  issue  developing.”  This  goes  beyond static  thresholds  by  leveraging  correlations  and
patterns that humans might miss. Given the creative tech focus of Spectra, using an AI agent for
monitoring fits well – one could even repurpose the  AlphaEvolveAgent or a new “SentinelAgent” to
continuously learn from system telemetry.

Predictive Content or User Behavior Alerts: Another angle – the platform might want to predict
user-driven events. For example, if a high-profile art drop is scheduled, the system could anticipate a
traffic  surge.  The  dashboard  might  have  a  schedule  or  countdown  and  automatically  enter  a
“preparation mode,”  ensuring resources  are  scaled up in  advance.  Alerts  like  “Major  drop in  10
minutes, traffic expected to 5× – pre-scaling instances” would be useful for operators to confirm the
system is ready. Some of this can be manually configured, but AI could also detect social signals or
past patterns to predict spikes.

Implementing predictive alerts will likely involve a combination of Grafana alert rules (for straightforward
trend thresholds) and possibly custom scripts or services analyzing metrics (outputting to a “predictions”
feed). The dashboard UI can have a dedicated panel for “Forecast & Alerts,” listing any upcoming predicted
issues with a timeline (e.g. “At current rate, DB storage full in 3 days” or “Memory leak detected – restart
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suggested within 1 hour”). This gives the team a time-relative view of system health, not just the present
state but where it’s heading.

Evolving, Time-Relative UI/UX (Interactive & Symbolic Visualization)

An important goal is to provide a  “time-relative and evolving UI/UX” with  symbolic context that aids
decision-making. This means the dashboard should be dynamic, interactive, and possibly even artistic in
how it presents information, in line with Spectra’s ethos.

Key approaches for this include:

Timeline and Replay: The dashboard can offer time navigation controls – for instance, a slider or
time range selector to review the system state at previous times. Admins could drag the slider to see
how yesterday’s peak traffic unfolded: the nodes and metrics on the topology view could animate or
transition to reflect historical  data at  that timestamp. This time-relative feature helps in forensic
analysis (what went wrong when an outage occurred) and also shows how the system evolves (e.g.,
how a  deploy  affected performance).  Essentially,  the  dashboard stores  snapshots  of  metrics  (or
queries them from Loki by timestamp) and can replay an “animation” of the system over time. This
evolving playback turns raw data into a story of system behavior.

Live Animations for Real-Time Changes: Beyond static charts, the UI can literally evolve in front of
the user’s eyes to reflect changes. For example, if  a new server instance spins up due to auto-
scaling, a new node could fade into the topology diagram. If an Ordinal inscription event occurs
(user minted an artwork), an icon or avatar might briefly appear flowing along the path from the
backend to the Bitcoin node, symbolizing that transaction. These animations make the processes
tangible. In fact, the sandbox’s interactive art scenes can inspire this – the Soundscape or other canvas
animations could be repurposed to react to system metrics (for instance, a particle system where
particle intensity represents network traffic). By linking metrics to visuals (just as the Hyper Guardian
agent linked bio-metrics to cosmic visuals ), we imbue the dashboard with symbolic/archetypal
meaning.  High CPU might be shown as a storm cloud gathering over a server icon,  whereas a
security alert could trigger a shield icon to pulse.

Symbolic Mapping of Concepts: We should identify metaphors or archetypes that resonate with
Spectra’s theme. For example, Spectra blends art and science; the dashboard could represent the
system as a  galaxy or ecosystem.  Each service is a planet or organism, and data flows are like
connecting constellations or food chains. This doesn’t replace the logical view, but augments it: a
mode of the dashboard could present a more abstract, artistic visualization where, say, the color
of  a  planet  represents  load  (red  =  hot,  high  load;  green  =  normal),  size  of  planet  =  resource
consumption, and lines between planets glow brighter with higher traffic. Such a view provides an
at-a-glance symbolic understanding of system health. An admin could see “the galaxy is red and
turbulent”  and  know  things  are  critical,  versus  a  calm  blue/green  state.  This  is  admittedly  an
advanced UI concept, but it aligns with Spectra’s creative DNA. Importantly, these symbolic visuals
would run in parallel to more standard charts and graphs, ensuring that while the data is accurate,
the presentation can be more human-intuitive and engaging.

Interactive Decision Support: “Evolving UI for decision-making” implies the dashboard isn’t static; it
can assist in responding to issues. For example, if an alert is raised, the dashboard might suggest
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actions:  “Memory  usage  high  –  click  here  to  initiate  garbage  collection  or  restart  service.”  If
integrated with infrastructure APIs, the dashboard might let authorized admins trigger scaling or
maintenance tasks straight from the UI. This turns it from a passive monitor to an interactive control
panel (a true “mission control”). Given Spectra’s interest in DAOs and community-driven action, one
could even imagine a scenario where certain decisions (like deploying an update or allocating more
resources) could be voted on or confirmed through the interface, with proper safeguards. While
speculative, these features ensure the UI/UX is not just showing data but actively adapting to guide
the operator’s next steps.

Continuous UI Updates and Customization: The dashboard UI should update in real-time as new
data comes in (using websockets to push changes). It should also allow the user to customize their
view – for instance, pin certain metrics to watch, or switch between a detailed technical view and the
higher-level symbolic view. This adaptability makes the experience “evolving” in the sense that it can
be reconfigured on the fly depending on the context (during a security incident, an admin might
bring up a firewall log panel; during a high-traffic event, they might focus on performance metrics).

In summary,  integrating the dashboard into the Spectra system will  involve  hooking into all  relevant
services and data flows – from Express APIs and database metrics to blockchain and IPFS status – and
presenting that information through a thoughtfully designed interface. The combination of a logical layer
(clear charts, graphs, and network diagrams showing how data moves and where issues lie) with a symbolic
layer (metaphoric visuals and intuitive cues) will give both technical and non-technical stakeholders a deep
understanding of the platform’s state. 

By leveraging the existing stack (e.g.  using the  Prometheus+Grafana+Loki monitoring pipeline already
planned  as data sources) and the innovative elements from the Arquolab sandbox (real-time sensor
dashboards, visual art integration), Spectra’s dashboard can become a  “mission control center” for the
platform.  Operators  will  be  able  to  see  the  entire  system as  a  living,  breathing  entity  –  observing  its
processes and resources in real time, catching errors or safety concerns immediately, and even receiving
predictive warnings of issues before they erupt. All of this will be presented in an evolving UI that not only
charts data over time but also harnesses  symbolic, archetypal representations to provide context at a
glance,  truly  fusing  Spectra’s  artistic  vision  with  its  technical  infrastructure .  Such  a  dashboard  will
empower  the  team  to  make  informed  decisions  swiftly  and  creatively,  ensuring  the  Spectra  Gallery
experience remains smooth, secure, and cutting-edge as it grows. 

Sources:

Spectra Front-End README – Spectra Gallery components and features
Spectra Architecture Docs – System diagrams, data flows, and stack details
Spectra Afhrône Monorepo README – Service separation and technologies (Nuxt, Express, IPFS, etc.)

Spectra Storage README – Upload service responsibilities and security features
Arquolab Sandbox Models README – Sandbox purpose, AI agents, InputManager, and usage
Arquolab Next-Visualizer – Dashboard and Mission Control pages (sensor and weather data visualization)

Spectra Whitepaper – Conceptual vision and linking of data to visuals (Hyper Guardian agent)
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